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TOWARD THE 


RESOLUTION OF CONFLICT IN THE 
FEMINIST COMMUNITY 


by Martha Grigg 


The Porn/Censorship war—some still naively refer to it as a “debate”—is an important one, but one that is sapping a significant amount of 


Feminist energy. The sudden surge in dialogue over the past six months may indicate that the Age of Apathy is over. However, much of the dialogue 
has been indirect and has included speculation and hearsay. Likewise, much of the focus of the dialogue has been on irreconcilable ideological 


differences among Feminists. 


Factions within the Feminist community are printing their own manifestos in the form of newsletters—the Valley Women’s Vengeance, Good 
News; flyers—’Why Womonfyre Closed,” “Attention Women!”; and xeroxes—”Lesbian Censors Close Women’s Bookstore.” Established Lesbian 
and Feminist publications—the Calendar, the Valley Women’s Voice—are also being used as vehicles for this dialogue. 

Dialogue is generally a sign of life and health in a community, but when it disintegrates and becomes a series of personal attacks and counter- 
attacks, it is a sign of division and dis-ease. ‘In-fighting’ defeats us before we even begin to struggle with those forces outside Feminism which would 


seek to silence us. 


Communication is not the launching of a verbal offensive. Communication involves both speaking and listening; hearing and being heard; a 


mutual struggle for understanding. In the interest of fostering such communication among Feminists, I asked women what they thought of the 
conflict and whether they thought it could be resolved (and how) or not (and why). These are their words: 


Amy Waldman: 

“They’re very hard issues. In terms of reconciliation, it has to be something that the 
community—women doing political work—would mobilize around; that would be 
extreme cnough or scrious enough that we would build coalition. Coalitions are very hard 
to build in this community for some reason. In the women’s community, there’s a fot of 
necd for pcople to be “right,” and they can’t really relate to where another person is 
coming from. I think that’s true with the issue around pornography. The only way 
reconciliation can happen on any level is by dialogue. I don’t believe that cither group of 
women is really listening to whal the other group is saying. I don’t think that women 
really know what’s going on in other women’s beds, and in their lives. 

I’m not an activist working against pornography, but I’m in favor of activism around 
pomography because I think that pomography is about the destruction of women’s lives.I 
am really opposed to violence against women. I’ve been in the battered women’s move- 
ment for five years. ; 

I don’t believe that all crotic images are pomographic, and I don’t quite know how to 
define the difference. What is erotic to me may be pornographic to somebody else, and 


that’s why I don’t know if there’s a definitive answer on this issue. I want us to have 
positive images of sexual and sensual and erotic stuff out there. On the other hand, I do 
believe that what is out there right now is not the answer. There are things that are just 
inappropriate to have in the world, that should be censored. 

I worked on an anti-porn project in Isracl. The images of women in the mass media 
there are modcled after images of the Holocaust. In their family magazines, they’d have a 
woman standing next to a gas chamber in her underwear. Why does that have to be in the 
world?! It is inherently destructive and can only perpetuate violence against women. In 
that case, I say, "Get rid of the fucking literature!’ On the other hand, I do believe that 
there is literature that is healthy and positive. Who’s to say what’s what? 

So the question of reconciliation is a different question than the issue between 
censorship and pornography. The whole notion of ‘Ict’s agree to disagree’— I've often 
thought that was crap, but there’s a part of me that thinks we’re not going to agree 
on this. There are so many other things that — as lesbians, as feminists, as women 
committed to the affirmation of life on the planet — we have to mobilize around 


continued on next page 
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Special thanks to Kim for accommodating its, and to 
Katya for sustenance - all kinds. . . 


Last month, advertisements for Lunaria and for Olive Tree 
Painting and Carpentry wereinadvertantly notprinted. Also, 
we misplaced calendar listings for New Moon Productions 
and Lunaria. We apologize to these businesses. 


Send your letters to the Valley Women’s Voice. 
Include your name and home/work 


telephone numbers. 


DEADLINES: 


continued from page | 

and that we have to getbchind together. Because while we're 
bickering, people are starving to death on the surects ight in 
our own town. We're destroying the earth right in our 
backyards. We get very myopic. I see it in the battered 
women's program, We spend ninety percent of our time 
being inwospective about the problems we have between 
eachother. I think it’sa microcosm of what’s going on in this 
community in terms of the kind of divisiveness that this 
creates. The polarity that it sets up furthers our inability to 
make change. 

I'm an anti-S/M dyke. I’m opposed to S/M politically, 
sexually, etc. On the other hand, how much do I really know 
about what they're doing? Not a whole hell of alot. I’m just 
beginning to say, ‘Well, all right, I at least have to hear what 
these women are saying.’ I don’tthink it’s feminist because 
I believe that feminism is about examining power in a 
completely different way. I don’t believe that ridding our- 
selves of pomography is condemning women who are pro- 
SCX.. 

The answer has to come in terms of education; educating 
children and adults about oppression, about what it means to 
be degraded, disrespected, dishonored, dehumanized. To 
inflict [pain] on someoncelse is notreally seeing that person; 
it’s not really identifying yourself in others. I think that’s 
what pomography is—not really secing women’s humanity. 
When a woman becomesa ‘cunt,’ she’s nothuman anymore. 
AndIthink lots of men think of women that way. I think there 
are women who think of women that way. There’s a disas- 
sociation with humanity. The anti-porn women arc like that 
in some ways too. They think of men that way: ‘Men should 
be castrated,’ ‘testosterone poisoning,’ “There’s no hope for 
any man on this earth, so why not abort a male fetus.” How 
can] live like that?! Ican’t. Rage has to be used ina way that 
makes change. The idea of a dialogue would be phenomenal 
if it could happen, but I don’t know if there’s enough trust.” 


Amy Waldman and four other women put out a newsletter 
called Good News in response to the Valley Women's 
Vengeance. 


Bet Power: 

“T think there is alot of dissipated energy that could be 
focused on uniting and working for things like lesbian and 
gay civil rights, working against AIDS, working to build 
lesbian institutions in this community. The prioritics are 
falling by the wayside. Some women have allowed their 
energies to become negative and destructive rather than 
channelling the anger into the positive and constructive. 
Coalitioning, I think, is a really important priority. 'm 
talking about coalitioning within the feminist movement. I 
think itcan happen if women operate froma place of loveand 
self-respect and health. You can have disagreements with 
women and still find places of commonality. You have to be 
able to value the vision of a larger community. And that 
requires recognizing differences. So no matter what you 
look like or what your sexual preferences are, if you’re a 


woman, you should be standing together with othcr women. 
(ee 


It’s not always comfortable, but it’s a hell of a lot more 
comfortable than fighting with each other. 

I think what’s at the basc of this particular problem hasn't 
been looked at enough. If we just look at it as anti-pornog- 
raphy women vs. anti-censorship women then we're missing 
a whole lotof what the problem is. I think the problem is that, 
on the face of it, the anti-porn movement looks like acrusade 
to stop violence against women, but that’s not all that’s 
happening with it. What is under that is a repression of 
women’s sexual freedom, and the repression of sexual 
minorities within lesbianism. In the rage against men and the 
violence that men have donc to women, a whole lot is being 
thrown out the window along with what is called “pom”: 
freedom of specch, freedom to writc, freedom of sexual 
specch, freedom to explore sexual options in print. This is 
really critical right now for women and for feminism. In my 
opinion, lesbians have always Iced feminism. [Somc} lesbi- 
ans right now are trying to lead asexual liberation movement 
for [all] women. When you have other lesbians supressing 
that, then we're in big trouble. 

Sadomasochist women, bisexual women, transvestite 
women, and transexuals—all these sexual minorities are 
being oppressed by women who, unfortunatcly, have a 
streak of bigotry in them and haven’t learned through their 
own oppression not to oppress other women. So, you're 
asking someone who’s being excluded from “mainstream” 
feminism what the solution is. I can only say that women 
have to deal with their bigotry. 

I believe, as an archivist, thata lesbian library has a moral 
responsibility to present every bit of lesbian expression. And 
Ialso believe that lesbian booksellers have the moral respon- 
sibility to scll the full range of Iesbian’s and women’s 
materials. So I think you’re talking about a difference in 
values. We’re a long way from resolving this until non-S/M 
women can hear that a sexual minorily wants to emerge. 
They’re framing it in violence and coming from a place of 
ignorance, Howcan you resolve ignorance? The people who 
are ignorant need to educate themselves. 

also don’t see women as victims. I don’t think we should 
be rescuing prostitutes and porn models. I think we should 
listen to them. I really don’t believe that violence against 
women would be stopped if [porn] magazines were taken off 
the shelves. Violence is caused by poverty, frustration, 
substance abusc. If anti-porn women are really dedicated to 
eradicating violence against women then they need to be 
working on bettering economic conditions of minority men 
and women, working in battered women’s shelters. To rip up 
a book is not going to change things. 

Lesbians particularly get hooked into thinking that they/ 
we have the one “right” sexuality. That isextremely limiting 
and judgmental and very offensive to all the other kinds of 
people in the world. 

My vision of feminism is first wave feminism, which was 
talking sexual liberation, control of our bodies, control of our 
sexuality. There’s a force within the women’s movement 
that has tried to maintain the conservative status quo, instead 
of encouraging women to develop their own erotica—which 
would certainly be more empowering than having no litera- 
lure. 

continued on next page 


August 17th for September issue 
September 14th for October issue 


POLICY STATEMENT 

The Valley Women’s Voice, a monthly 
feministnewsjournal, welcomes women’s 
writings, poetry, graphics, and photogra- 
phy that reflect a feminist commitment to 
the empowermentofall women. The Voice 
provides a forum for women to share 
challenging and controversial ideas; vital 
information and resources; lively humor, 
rage, celebration, struggle; and an increas- 
ing awareness of and respect for diversity 
among women. We aim to communicate 
and strengthen bonds between women by 
making them visible in our pages. 

The Valley Women's Voice is produced on 
a collective, consensus, volunteer basis 
bya group of feminists who disagree on as 
many things as we agree on. We often do 
not agree with all opinions expressed in 
the Voice by individual authors, but we 
acceptresponsibility for choosing to print 
everything in the paper. 

Although we have created the Valley 
Women's Voice with fairly clear ideas about 
what we want this newsjournal to be, we 
also view it as an ongoing opportunity for 
all of us-readers and collective members- 


to leam more about ourselves, cach other 
and the many truths of feminism. 


CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES 

The Valley Women's Voice welcomes let- 
lers, cssays, Narratives, interviews, 
newsbricfs, poems, shortstories, cartoons, 
graphics, and photographs. Written sub- 
missions should be 3 to 5 pages typed, 
double spaced. Your name, address, and 
phone number must be enclosed with all 
materials so that we may verify submis- 
sions and/or contact you to discuss any 
necessary editorial changes. A short bio- 
graphical statement is also appreciated. 
An author who-for reasons of confidenti- 
ality-does not wish her name to be printed 
should indicate this when submitting 
items. Please enclosea SASE if you would 
like matcrials returned to you. The deci- 
sion to print matcrials is made collec- 
tively, and all major cditorial changes are 
made in conjunction with the author. Al- 
though we cannot afford to pay contribu- 
lors, we do send a complimentary copy of 
the issue in which your item appears. 

Send submissions to: Valley Women's 


Voice, 321 Student Union Building, Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 
01003. If you have ideas for future ar- 
ticles, or are not sure how your particular 
interests and talents may add to the paper, 
call us and let’s discuss the possibilities. 
Our number is (413)545-2436. 


CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENT 
LISTINGS 

The Valley Women's Voice would like to 
print announcements and publicize events 
of interest to women. Listings are free and 
should be kept to 5 lines in length. (Items 
will be edited to fit space constraints.) 
Announcements for non-profit organiza- 
tions will be given preference and addi- 
tional space when it is available. 

We request that Calendar listings provide 
the following information: name, date, 
lime, and location of the event: cost of 
attending the event (sliding scale? work 
exchange?); the sponsor of the event and 
recipicnt of proceeds, if any; a statement 
about accessibility for disabled women 
(wheelchair accessible? ASL inter- 
preted?); a phone number where inquiries 


may be directed. 

Individuals and organizations may request 
that a photograph be printed along witha 
Calendar listing. Anominal fec is charged 
to cover printing costs. Only black-and- 
white photographs can be accepted. Due 
to space constraints, we may not beable to 
accept all photographs for publication, 
and preference will be given to non-profit 
organizations. 


Wow 
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If women could just say, every day, ‘I’m going to make 
a vow to do something positive and constructive,’ that would 
climinate breaking windows and ripping up magazines. You 
can take all that energy—anger is powcr—and put it into 
making something positive happen instead of giving into the 
temptation to Ict the rage become destructive.” 


Bet Power is the founder and curator of the New Alexandria 
Lesbian Library. 


Helen Harrison: 


“The two sides have really different agendas. I'd like to 
have more of a discussion in the community instead of 
assuming that we all cither think the same way or are 
supposed to think the same way. There’s a lot of defensive- 
ness on both sides. 

I really don’t know whether the pro-pom women con- 
sider themselves feminist and how pornography fits into 
their idea of a feminist movement. I have questions and 
criticisms about the pro-S/M camp, but I also have questions 
and criticisms about the assumptions that radical feminist 
anti-porn women have made. [For instance] assuming that 
mcn’s sexuality is all tied up in conquest and domination, 
and that women arc not so much for sexuality except as a 
road to intimacy. I think there’s some arrogance on the pro- 
S/M side, walking around at the Gay Pride march with 
handcuffs when some people at the march have probably 
been terrorized through the use of handcuffs—arrested and 
brutalized by police, battered in a relationship, or raped or 
something. I would defend their right to engage in S/M as 
long as itisn’Labuse, but to display that paraphernalia seems 
rcally insensitive. 

Iam opposed to censorship. The group that I’m working 
with... decided to call ourselves the Coalition for Non- 
Oppressive Sexuality, but the more I’ve thought about it, the 
more I’ve become wary of going around with a name like 
that—as though we know what that is. There’s a tendency to 
assume that we can know what’s “good” sexuality and 
what’s “bad” sexuality. 

But to answer your question, I think that the community 

needs to talk about it. It’s a really dangerous and loaded 
subject. That's why a lot of people are reluctant to discuss it. 
The hostility might increase for awhile as more differences 
become apparent. Ialso think it’s risky because people really 
aren’tcomfortable talking about sex. Pcople talk about their 
ideals rather than their actual experiences (and then they] 
fcel guilty about what they’ ve actually experienced and how 
it doesn’t fit in with what’s “revolutionary.” 

I think it’s all right for feminists to protest images in the 
media that they find damaging or dangerous or insulting. I 
don’t think that’s censorship. But I am wary of Iegal strate- 
gies like the [Dworkin and McKinnon] Ordinance. I think 
we need to be careful about how it could be uscd by the right 
wing. 

I fecl more closely allicd with the radical feminist posi- 
lion, but I'm beginning to feel Iess certain about it. It might 
be dangerous to make pornography the focus. I think it’s 
important to empower the women who are exploited in the 
sex industry [and who are] really invisible. Maybe improv- 
ing women’s economic conditions and working for prosti- 
tutes’ rights might help. Prostitutes are so casily exploited 
because they are criminalized. They need to be given legiti- 
macy and power. If everyone in the United States had 
enough food and a decent place to live, how much of the 
pornography indusiry would exisw?” 


Helen Harrison is an educator-advocate at Necessities! 
Necesidades, and a Women’ s Studies major at UMass. 
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Sandy Goodman: 

“The actions that have been donc in this area by anti-pom 
feminists are not acts towardcensorship. I think there may be 
a valid feminist perspective that is anti-censorship and 
against pomography. 

But we have to look at who, in fact, has been censored in 
this country? Not the pornographcrs! It’s funny how the 
terms are used. When women talk about their desire to 
exploit women through pomography, then that’s called 
“choice.” And we’re supposed to have the freedom to 
choose. But when a feminist bookseller says, ‘I’m not going 
to perpetuate the exploitation of women,’ she doesn’t have 
the freedom to choose, then [it’s called] “censoring.” I 
wouldn't even want to argue this on the grounds'of choice. : 
I don’tthink it’s justa matter of giving everybody their free 
choice. Some choices harm people and some choices don’t. 

I think there are some women who don’t even recognize 
that there’s a problem; who valorize prostitution, women in 
pornography, the sexuality that’s portrayed in pornography; 
and who think that women could benefit from reclaiming 
that; who say, not that men are making women victims by 
brutalizing them, but that the feminists who say, ‘This is 
subordination’ are making women victims. 

The accusations that the feminist anti-pomography 
movement has split the feminist movement are erroncous. 
What the feminist anti-pomnmography movement has done is 
say, “These are the terms of feminism.’ And that doesn’t 
mean that you have to be for the [Dworkin/McKinnon] 
Ordinance, [or that] you have to agree with every word the 
leaders of that movement have ever said. But when women 
have gathered together to actively defend the pornographers 
against the feminists, that shows not that the movement is 
split, but that there are feminists and anti-feminists. I think 
it’s one thing to have legitimate questions about how to deal 
with pornography—through what avenues—but to actively 
defend the pornographers, as some women have done, is 
anti-feminist, There’s no feminist position that defends 
pomographers. Do feminists defend men who brutalize 
women in a multi-billion dollar industry?! 

The feminist anti-pomography activists in this area have 
been very clear about drawing the line. They’re not going 
alter women’s businesses. They’re going after the male 
pomographers. I don’t believe that women’s businesses 
have been attacked.” 


Sandra Goodman, a local feminist, was arrested last Janu- 


ary for allegedly destroying pornography at the Amherst 
Newsroom. 


Joan Nestle: 


“Real ideological differences are healthy and good. Pre- 
tense that we’re all the same, or have the same opinions, is 
deadly. 

I am experiencing bridge-building. There is a movement 
away from cxtreme positions. I think as other political 
battles—say, the abortion battlke—come up on the agenda, 
we're going to be fighting again on the same side. As the 
larger political atmosphere gets more reactionary, we’ll be 
forced to makc alliances. But it could go cither way depend- 
ing on what the right wing agenda is about sexuality, and 
depending on how anti-porn lesbian feminists play into that 
right-wing agenda. [These factors] will really determine the 
hopes for coalition. My fear is that the “protectionism” 
‘within our ranks would Iead us into very dangerous political 
collaborations. So, empowcring the state, for instance, with 
scx control laws is a very dangerous thing to do. But as 
women explore more, sexually, that will bring more women 
into the debate. 
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I’ve found that the healthiest way for me to work al trying 
to reach an understanding point is for me to listen. And to 
help make available documents of desire so that, eh a 
woman feels she can read it, orhasanecd to read it, it’s there. 
And eventually, experience changes our politics. All I want 
is for the material to be there. That’s something I would go 
to the wall for. So women can make choices. And one of the 
choices they may make is to have no part of it, and that’s 
fine.” 


Joan Nestle is author of In A Restricted Country and co- 
founder of the Lesbian Herstory Archives in NYC. 


Judy Fine: 


“What happened to me was that someone came in and 
told me that Gazebo was on a list of places that had been 
targeted by the Valley Women’s Vengeance and that fire 
bombs might be used. And that totally freaked me out! In the 
last eleven years, I’ve tried to Ict the women’s community 
know that this store was created for women. What we wear 
underneath whatever role we have to play on the outside is 
our business...and it’s meant to make us feel good. It has 
nothing to do with objectification. It has to do with glorifying 
the way we feel about ourselves. I was really hurt to think 
that anybody would look at this store as [having] anything to 
do with pornography. : 

So I goton the telephone and called every women’s group 
I could think of. I did not call the Valley Women’s Voice 
because you all, a few years ago, voted one of Gazebo’s ads 
as the ‘tasteless ad of the month.’ 

One of the things that thrilled me was that everybody in 
the women’s community that I talked to was outraged that 
Gazebo had been threatened. That was very reassuring to 
me. Also, from making these phone calls. I realized that 
there’s a huge lack of communication going on in the 
women’s community. Specifically in the lesbian commu- 
nity, there seems to be a real division...Why aren’t we 
communicating? Why are we setting ourselves up this way? 

It turned out that it was a hoax. As a matter of fact, I got 
a letter from the Vengeance saying that they would never 
hurt a woman- owned business, and that they don’t view 
Gazebo as pornography. 

I try to look at the positive side of anything. I’ve learned 
an awful lot from all this. We need a conference day for all 
women. Let’ssitdown and communicate. Let’s sitdown and 
have an argument; a healthy, heated yelling match, and from 
that maybe we can make the next step in terms of mending 
things. There is definitely a need for a day or a week ora 
month of women communicating with women. We’re worth 
it! Life’s too short and too beautiful for us to put this wall up. 
It’s unnecessary. Specifically in the lesbian community 
whichis so misunderstood by the gencral population. They'd 
like nothing more than to be able to say, ‘Look, they can’t 
even get along [with each other].” And yet you have a march 
with 3000 people of all sexual preferences and you sec that 
[the solidarity] is there. This group of ‘antis’ and ‘pros’ isa 
teeny tiny group of people. But they cando so much damage. 

Communication is the key. What else is there? It’s 
important for a pro-porner and an anti-porner to sit down 
face to face and talk about what’s really wrong; [to ask each 
other],”"Where can we compromisc?’” 


Judith Fine owns the Gazebo, an “intimate apparel’ shop 
for women. 


Rose Maloof and Madelaine Zadik of Lunaria “cheerfully 
declined” to be interviewed for this article. Jil Krolik, 
former owner of Womonfyre, also decided not to participate. 


Telephone (413) 586-4551 


LisA HARVEY, M.D, 


81 Bridge Street 
Suite #12 
Northampton, MA 01060 


Marian L. MacDonald, Ph.D. 
LICENSED CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST, 
AND CLINICAL FELLOW OF THE 
AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 


90 Conz Street 


(413) 585-5995 (days) 
Suite 20 (413) 548-9135 (emergencies, 
Northampton, MA 01060 evenings and weekends) 
INSURANCE ACCEPTED + FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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Valley Women’s Voice, 


Reading the letters written about Lunaria Bookstore in 
May’s issue totally enraged me. You had no right to print 
untounded lies about these women, ¢cven if they were only 
someone clse’s opinions, without researching facts. 

I thought this paper was written Lo support our women in this 
communily, yet you tore these women apart without check- 
ing out any of your facts. Everything that was printed was 
outright lies and I am totally disgusted with your paper. 

I had submitted an article supporting a woman and women 
in this community which could have been printed in this 
space, you used to tear a Good Bookstore down. I am glad 
you didn’t publish my article because | wouldn’t have 
wanted it in the same paper and am withdrawing my submis- 
sion of this article for your paper. 

Ino longer want any part of this paper and will not suppori 
it unless there is an apology written to this Bookstore and 
these women. Further more I will see that my friends do not 
support your paper cither. This is downright dirty business 
what you’ve done to these women and this is one very angry 
person. 


Lou Barrows 


Dear VWV: 


This letter is in response to the “women’s bookstore de- 

bacle” and on-going fallout. I rarely write letters of this sort, 
so this is something of significance for me. 
I came here about three years ago with my lover. Onc of the 
first things I wanted to do after finding a place to live was to 
check out the women’s bookstore. It’s not easy when you 
don’t know anyone, and I expected that here, at least, [might 
feel safe and welcomed. I was taken aback by the coldness 
and downright hostility emanating from the women behind 
the counter. That didn’t stop me from returning to 
Womonfyre, though. I was surprised and glad to see the 
array of books and magazines. I have, in fact, been a 
consumer of sexually explicit material from time to time, 
and appreciated that it existed and was available. Bclicve 
me, it was not the “pomography” that left me fecling less 
than warm and fuzzy toward Womonfyre. 

On the occasion of our second anniversary together, I took 
my partner to Womonfyre so that she could choose a labyris, 

my giftto her. This was a special occasion for us, and I was 
spending what was for me a large amount of moncy. It was 
in carly December. We were there during the last half-hour 
the store was open, and we were the only customers. The 
resentment and hostility we endured as we asked to see the 
merchandise was so inexplicable to both of us, that I’m 
afraid we suffered it in confused silence. By the ume we 
made our selection, my partner was so unnerved she had 
walked out to the car, and I completed the purchase. Then 
things got really nasty. 1 made the grievous error of asking 
for a box for the pendant. I stood open-mouthed as the 
women, in tandem, began harping at me for asking for a box. 
I confronted them at this point, asking, “Is there something 
going on here that I don’t understand? Have I done some- 
thing wrong?” Neither woman answered me or would make 
eye contact with me. [eft with the labyris I had just paid fifty 
dollars for, and which, for a long time, felt tainted by bad 
feclings. 

I can’t adequately describe what a hurtful experience this 
was. What had begun as a celebratory, love-filled venture 
was tumed into a shattering, deeply painful disappointment. 
And at the hands of women, yet. And lesbians. I was 
stunned. I was not then and am not now privy to the goings- 
on of the women’s community in more than a peripheral 
way. I tend to hear about things long after they’re old news. 
It was a long time before I shared my experience at 
Womonfyre with anyone else. I was actually embarrassed 
about it. What a surprise to hear instant recognition— 
somehow, knowing that my own experience wasn’t an 
isolated incident made it even more amazing. Still, I did 
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eventually go back to the store because it was the only one 
around. I Icarned to stecl mysclf up first, and I never stayed 
in there very long. 

I was hopeful about the new store. And I am glad that it 
exists, as I was glad that Womonfyrc existed. But Lunaria 
has becn somewhat a disappointment in some regards. 
WhilcI don’t suffer hostility and misdirected rage when I go 
in there, I don’t feel entirely comfortable cither. I am 
bothered by the exclusionary policies of the proprietors, 
both in the books and magazines they stock and the custom- 
ers they “allow.” If this weren't the only option available, | 
wouldn't mind so much if they wanted to usc the place to 
express their politics—I'm sure a lot of small businesses are 
run this way. But onc does expect something more from 
booksellers, I think. 

This episode is a clear metaphor for the polarization that 
exists in the community. I think it’s good to have divergent 
views represented among us. We arc, after all, people and 
individuals with our own minds. I support the rightof us all 
to live our lives and push our politics. But there are a lot of 
people out here who, for a lot of reasons, are uncomfortable 
coming down suongly on either side, and these people have 
rights, too. And, as consumers, they have not been particu- 
larly well served. I wantto make itclear that there is, indecd, 
credence to the claim that Womonfyre was “unfriendly” (to 
put it mildly); and that, at least for me, is why it’s hard to 
muster up very much sympathy. 

This in-fighting, this lack of tolerance for each other, this 
fucling of the fire, is all kind of scary, even for someone who, 
admittedly, is not directly involved. Fragmentation will 
make us weak—unity is necessary for survival. But there is 
a wonderful variety and diversity among us. That’s neces- 
sary, too. And it also makes us strong. 


Carolyn Amold 


Dear Sisters: 


I am puzzled why you printed the letter in your last issuc 
attacking Lunaria and the women’s community of the Five 
College Women’s Studies Programs. As acustomer of both 
Womonfyre Books and Lunaria I found the facts portrayed 
in the letter to be outlandish. I also question why you would 
print something with such a vicious tone; it makes me 
wonder who is having a ‘war’? This seems like a classic 
example of patriarchal reversal. 

As I'm sure you’re aware, variations of this letter have 
appeared nationwide in many publications. You have been 
used, it seems, as one person’s personal vengeance and 
campaign against many aspects of our women’s community. 
I also see far greater exploitation of the owner and staff of 
Womonfyre Books from this letter, than anything else others 
are accused of doing to Womonfyre. 

It is well known that Jil Krolik had wanted to sell 
Womonfyre for a long time and was ready to get out of the 
business. I have a lot of compassion for her and respect her 
decision. I feel you have done her a great disservice by 
implying that the new owners of Lunaria hounded and 
harassed her out of business. By the juxtaposition of 
sentences, the letter subtly implies that Lunaria crazies were 
behind the past violence (which a man was charged and 
convicted of making harassing phonc calls). A quick read of 
the letter leaves that unconscious message. It was artfully 
written in that sense; don’t you sce your responsibility as 
editors to be aware of such tactics? 

Why don’t you apologize to Lunaria, Womonfyre, and 
the women’s studies programs by acknowledging your lack 
of judgment in printing this attack? It would help heal the 
bad feclings and mistrust created in our community around 
this issuc. Itis very difficult for anew business to withstand 
these kindof rumors, especially when itcomes from women’s 
media. 

And finally, I fecl an apology is due to the numerous 
women in our arca who work on issues of violence against 
women. As | read this afternoon’s Daily Hampshire Ga- 
zette, I see that once again a Franklin County woman has 
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been murdered by her boyfriend. The physical and emo- 
tional violence against Pioncer Vallcy women is very reai. 
The women who work directly with women counscling and 
offering support through rape crisis centers and battered 
women'sshelters, and indirectly through community aware- 
ness and education programs around various aspects of 
violence against women, descrvc to hear our clear suppori. 
Once again to have these kind of attacks of them as anti-porn 
crazics, is a great injustice to them and is truly in no one’s 
best interest. 

I thank you for considering these issues and for the work 
you do on your paper. 


In sisterhood, 
Willow LaMonte 


Dear Feminist Friends: 


Madelaine and I are pleased that the Valley Women's 
Voice collective has agreed to enter mediation regarding 
their decision to print the letter signed by Bet Power and 
others inthe May 1989 edition of the Voice. I thinkall parties 
share a desire for the Voice Lo assess ils structure, operation, 
and policies with an cye toward making the Valley Women's 
Voice a highly credible, top quality journal that serves 
Valley feminists’ vital need for a newspaper. 

The letter, under the bold heading of “War on Words, War 

on Women” and containing many subtitles, constitutes a 
libelous assault on Lunaria Feminist Bookstore and others. 
It has been distributed at many events and to many many 
newspapers, magazines and organizations. Most newspa- 
pers that call us have expressed concem that they received 
such an inflammatory piece of matcrial, have asked a few 
questions, and decided not to print anything, respecting 
former owner of Womonfyre, Jil Krolik’s request that the 
closing of Womonfyre remain a private matter and our own 
requests that 1) only truths be printed and 2) a horrible 
divisive situation not be further exacerbated. Metroline, a 
gay newspaper from Hartford, CT, printed the anonymous 
version without even calling to find out if “Lesbians and 
Gays Against Censorship and Self Destruction” truly ex- 
isted as an organization and, if so, who was involved. We 
have as yet not decided on a course of action to deal with the 
damage resulting from these libelous actions. 
Addressing the many lies in this Ictter is a virtual impossibil- 
ity. The letter was drafted and has been distributed by a small 
group of women who claim to be anti-censorship and pro- 
sex. They feel that Lunaria’s decision not to stock some 
materials constitutes a declaration of war and have re- 
sponded by engaging in as much activity thatis as damaging 
as possible to fledgling Lunaria. 

There are many half-truths and distortions in this docu- 
ment intendcd to plant a seed of doubt and mask the truth. 

Some points that we feel must be clarified are: 

-Lunaria (and Madelaineand Rose) has never acted, 
with or without any organized body, (with an anti-pomogra- 
phy agenda or otherwise) to harass and victimize other 
women, particularly other feminist business women. We 
most assuredly denounce economic, physical, and political 
attacks by women against other women. 

-We did distribute the Valley Women’s Vengeance 
at Lunaria. We dispute the assessment of the content of the 
matcrial in this paper. The paper was dropped off anony- 
mously at the store with a note requesting it be distributed. 
Madclaine and I spoke at length before deciding to distribute 
this paper and finally concluded that the community had a 
right to know this paper was being produced in the Valley. 
The Valley Women’s Vengeance prompted a signed re- 
sponse from a group of Valley feminists. This response, 
called Good News, decried the anonymity of the Valley 
Women’s Vengeance and stated their commitment to non- 
violence. We distributed Good News side by side with the 
Vailey Women’s Vengeance untiLall were gone. 

-Our policy has been not to stock on the shelves 
material we feel uncomfortable distributing or would make 
our clientele uncomfortable to be around. We do not not 
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shelve pornographic or sado-masochistic materials. We 
have and will continuc to freely dispense subscription infor- 
mation for magazines and to special order books. We have 
special ordered everything from basic pathology textbooks 
to sexually explicit lesbian sado-masochistic fiction. ILis a 
preposterous distortion of first amendment rights and a 
twisted definition of censorship to imply that a bookscller 
does not retain the right to sell what they choose — just as 
others retain the right to read what they choose. There area 
mere million books and magazines that are not stocked at 
Lunania. It is an impossibility for any store to be everything 
locveryone. We have tried to be respectful of all feminists’ 
needs and to provide the most broad spectrum of services a 
bookstore can provide. We feel, and have always felt, that 
there can never be too many community resources. We urge 
some enterprising person to fill the many necds of the 
community that Lunaria cannot possibly fulfill. 

-We have had male customers since we opened, 
several of whom have become “regulars” whom we know by 
name. We do have personal and political problems with men 
who come into the store for the purpose of seeking titillation 
as a rcsult of their proximity to lesbians (i.c. some of our 
customers) and/or Icsbian books and magazines. We are a 
feminist bookstore and arc not here to serve these men’s 
needs. Gencrally, we believe that most men who come to 
Lunaria have a positive experience here. 

-We also denounce tactics of judgement, abusc, 

violence and self-hatred. 

-We also denounce misplaced rage tumed inward 
on our own. 

-We have never delibcratcly excluded segments of 
the feminist community from Lunaria. S/M lesbians, pro- 
sex feminists, gay, straight and bisexual men arc most 
welcome to shop at Lunaria as isall of the general public. We 
are a speciality bookstore focusing on feminist materials — 
new, used, and rare. 

-We wholcheartedly endorse harmony, peace, life 
and freedom of self-expression for all. 

The contents of the letter signed by Bet Power, ct. al. 
constitutes a vicious and untruthful assault on a [Medgling (6 
month old) feminist business and its owners for the purpose 
of destroying the business and, by extension, the owncrs. 

Being victimized in this manner has mcant many things. For 
Madelaine it has tapped into personal emotional issucs 

related to her identify as a daughter of German Jewish 

refugees who survived the Nazi Holocaust. For me the 

viclimization has caused a review of the similar emotions 

brought up as a survivor of childhood sexual abuse. Our 
health is suffering as a result of the stress. The time we 
should be spending “growing” our new bookstore is spent, 
by necessity, defending ourselves from this assault. The 
atmosphere in the store has been affected negatively. Some 
people, cithcr because they belicve what this campaign has 
stated, are unsure of the truth, are uncomfortable around 
other’s victimization, fecl powerless and are therefore un- 
comfortable, or just don’t have time for this kind of bad 
energy, have not becn stopping by the store as they uscd to. 
On the other hand, many, many wonderful women have 
extended themselves to us in beautiful and supportive ways. 
We thank you for your love and support of both us and this 
ficdgling bookstore. Words truly cannot express our appre- 
ciation to those women who have taken the time to say that 
itis not our fault that we have been assaulted in this manner, 
that it is not okay that this has happened, and that they are 
sorry that it has happened. Again, a great many thanks to 
those women for their continued emotional and financial 
support. 3. 

As always, we encourage all feminists to seek the truth. 


In sisterhood & feminist commitment, 
Rose Maloof & Madelaine Zadik, Owners 
Lunaria, a feminist bookstore 


To the Valley Women’s Voice: 


Asa lesbian and professional mediator I have been giving a 
lot of thought to the recent conflicts within the community; 
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and the appearance of the letter as to “Why Womonfyre | , BER S 
Books Closed” in the last issue of the VWV prompted/ 


moved me to attempt to bring some coherence to those 
thoughts. 

I need to begin by saying that what is most distressing 
about the letter is its misleading presentation of Lunaria, as 
a result of misinformation. I know the owners personally 
and [ have never experienced or witnessed them organizing 
lesbians to put Womonfyre out of business. Rather 
Womonfyre put itself out of business. 

However, the most painful lesson in all of this for me and 
much more important than who is right or wrong (because 
my experience with conflict is that everyone thinks they are 
right) is our inability as a lesbian community to create a 
forum for discussing disagreements in a non-attacking and 
non-judgmental fashion. We will always have differences 
and the key to our survival and evolution is a willingness to 
find common ground and to act from that center. This 
approach takes tremendous courage, integrity and persever- 
ance, It’s not about having to like each other or agree with 
each other, but rather it is about a shared commitment to 
dialogue and diversity. 

In this spirit, the printing of the above mentioned letter in 
a publication that “aim(s) to communicate and strengthen 
bonds between women” in fact creates the opposite effect. 
At the very leasta response from Lunaria would have helped 
to balance the perspective, as did the letter from one of the 
organizers of the protests against pomography. My hope is 
that in the future, the VWV will take a more active role in 
fulfilling its stated policy of “increasing awareness of and 
respect for diversity among women”, 


Annette Townley aka Windflower 
To the Editor, 


Tam writing in response to the Ietter “War on Words, Waron 
Women” concerning the closing of Womonfyre Books and 
the arrival of Lunaria. (May Issue) To begin with, I would 
like to point out that this letter was dealing with two very 
differentissues. 1) The existence and subsequentclosing of 
Womonfyre and 2) the store policies of Lunaria. It is as a 
former employee of Womonfyre that I would like to address 
this first issue. 

I have heard and read a lot of different things about 
Womonfyre Books, concerning its reputation in the commu- 
nity, and the reasons that it may have closed. In the past I 
have refrained from commenting on these things, wanting 
only to forget about my previous association with this store. 
However, with the publication of the above mentioned letter, 
I find it impossible to remain silent any longer. 

When I read that Womonfyre Books was “forced out of 
business by anti-pomography Icsbians anda groupofwomen 
who opened Lunaria” I was beside myself to say the very 
least! There is no doubt in my mind that Womonfyre had 
been under attack for selling sexually explicit material. 
However, to try andassert that this is what led to Womonfyre”’s 
demise is absolutcly ridiculous. 

First of all I would like to remind the authors of the letter as 
well as the community at large that Womonfyre was never 
what one might calla profitable business. Iam sure many of 
us remember the Donation Can that was located on the front 
counter of the store to help keep the business afloat. Without 
this money and a few gencrous loans from other parties, my 
guess is that Womonfyre.would not have lasted as long as it 
did. Evidence of the store’s financial problems manifested 
itself in various ways, the most memorable to me however, 
were the times that my paycheck actually bounced! (This is 
not an indication of a viable business.) 

At this point in time the owner of Womonfyre blamed the 
employees for the store’s financial woes, informing us that 
we simply “did not know how to sell books.” I was more 
inclined to believe that these troubles were caused by a 
tremendously poor sense of business. In any case, there was 
never any mention of considerable damage being done by 
anti-pomography lesbians. Rather, the discussion centered 
around selling out before it was too late. This however was 
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to prove very difficult duc to overwhelming debt of a 
bookstore. Perhaps this is why the women of Lunaria wiscly 
chose not to purchase this busincss. : 

Furthermore, I personally resent the distorted picture that 
has been painted of Womonfyre. Atthis point in time Thave 
no quarrel with the former owner of the store, for my 
association with her ended when I left the bookstore. What 
I find thoroughly offensive is the manner in which she Is 
being made out to be a martyr for the cause of “freedom of 
lesbian sexual expression” in order to atlack the owners of 
Lunaria. 

The decision to carry On Our Backs and other similar 
publications at Womonfyre was not made out of a commit- 
ment to “freedom of lesbian sexual self expression”. On the 
contrary, it was merely a business decision based on the fact 
that the material was in demand. I was employed by 
Womonfyre when On Our Backs first appeared on the scene 
and I can assure you that it was in no way shape or form 
welcomed with open arms. 

As a woman who docs support lesbian sexual freedom 
and the right to sexual self expression, J found no allies at 
Womonfyre Books. While employed at the bookstore 
(1982-1984) I would occasionally wear various articles of 
leather clothing (i.c. black leather vest, studded leather 
wristbands, etc.) My manner of dress became so controver- 
sial that it was actually the topic of a store meeting to discuss 
whcther or not my attire was appropriate in a woman’s 
bookstore. Luckily I was “allowed” to dress as I saw fit, but 
not before a very heated argument had occurred. 

Not only were my clothes suspect, but so was my person. 
On onc occasion I showed up for work and happened to have 
ahickey on my neck (admittedly a rather nice one!). I was 
told that it wasn’t good for the “image of the storc” and that 
the IeastI could do was to “cover it up.” Constant jokes and 
derogatory remarks were made about “those S/M dykes” and 
I personally was questioned and kidded about my sexual 
practices, or rather my assumed sexual practices. Because it 
was assumed that I was into S/M and various other scxual 
activilies, italso appeared to be an assumption on the part of 
the owner that I could be harassed with inappropriate per- 
sonal questions such as inquiries as to whether or not I had 
“pierced nipples” and constant requests that I “prove it.” 
Under any other circumstances it would have been ex- 
tremely easy Lo press charges on the grounds of sexual 
harassment. 

This was not the kind of atmosphere that could in any way 
be called supportive of lesbian sexual freedom, yet these 
were the conditions under which I, and other women had to 
work. Those women who stopped into the bookstore to 
purchase material such as On Our Backs knew only onc side 
of the story - that the material they wanted was available to 
them, as well it should be. This however was not an 
indication of the owner’s commitment to the material, its 
content or to those who purchased it, but rather to the cash 
that it brought in. 

| hope that in the future the authors of “War on Words...” 
will get their facts in order before they commit themselves 
to paper. In my vicw, the former owner of Womonfyre 
Books was nevera proponentof “Lesbian sexual self expres- 
sion.” Furthermore, the bookstore had been continuously 
plagued with financial problems that had nothing to do with 
boycotts, theft, or destruction of property. 

As for Lunaria, I too would like to sce a more varied 
selection of matcrial in this store. [ also realize that it is in 
fact their right to choose what they will or will not stock. If 
I feel as though they are not successfully fulfilling my needs, 
then I can assert my right not to patronize their store if I so 
choose, This I can do quite casily without the need to spin 
some outlandish tale of sly crafty culprits planning the 


downfall of Womonfyre in order to Start a business of their 
own. 


Frances Ryan 
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Winter in 
Canter6ury 


This is for 

all those times 

the wind 

filled my hair 

and the words 

from my head 

came out hollow 

like broken 

tea cups or the 
conversation 

of old english ladies, 
leaves from their lips 
translucent jewels 
the color of rice paper 
stained with tea, 

laid out like a carpet 
for me feet. 


This is for 

that night i made 
contact with the stars 
and walked 

through the woods 
to your room 

and found the fog 
layered like a blanket 
over your bed, thick 
and cold, with no way 
of pushing it back 

to find you. 


This is for the times 
i longed 


Her pheromones are like elephant tranquilizers. 
On first glance one is stunned, 

quite caught in a tangle of possible passion. 
Her voice barely ever rises 

above a whisper. 


Such a lady of perfect “cool” and etiquette. 

Soft as dough to be formed 

in the likeness of your dreams. She is Cousin Eve 
Jehovah’s exquisite playmate, 

self-effacing dove. 


to read you like a book, 
eat you like a raspberry 
filled sponge cake, crystals 
of sugar like a kiss 

for my lips. This is for 
you. 


She is Queen of an empty castle her rules stand 
guard around her beauty. 

Elegant Queen of Hearts beheading left and right 
trespassers of her staunch beliefs. 

Joy is the worst offence. 


I am Lilith. I would embrace her even while 
she cringes so afraid 


of loosening the chains of perfection, afraid 
of the hot desert of freedom 
where Lilith wanders. 


Lisa Chun 
Torrance, CA 


She has condemned me and my friends our boist 
cut us out of her life 
while we dance headless in Spite of her 
that make us giddy with living, 
spinning in the sun! 


erous laughter, 


ranting out truths 


"; Laurie Lessen 
: Novato, CA 
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I will go around a dam J cannot climb. 


I have lived with you, or someone like you, for years, 
camouflaged like an eel in a muddy yellow stream. 
Now I must discover that I can 

breathe through my skin. 

It thickens, and shines in the November moon. 

My eyes are twice as big as they were. 

I can navigate the deep water, 

Swim against the current 

into the Sargasso, until the bottom 

falls away from me. 


Beyond the Continental Shelf, 
no man has seen a migrating eel. 


Until 1684, when a Tuscan nobleman 

somehow discovered that eels spawn in the sea, 
they were thought to generate spontancously 
from slime, or from horsehairs thrown 

into water. 


No matter what you believe 

about what I should do, if I have to, 
I can find the nerve 

to hold a blade to my wrist, 

or run the car into the retaining wall. 


No matter what I do, 

slow Atlantic currents will continue 
to deliver elvers, finally swimming 
on their own, to Europe 

and North America, will continue 
to turn, clockwise, 

with the same slow turning 


aS the morality that clogs 
a drain with the blood 
and four month fetus 

of a woman in a bathtub 
with a broomhandle. 


On her own. 


After I swim up the sheer walls 
of your concrete dams, after I have done 


the only thing I can 
do, and live, I will look for home 


miles from flowing water. 


Leigh Kirkland 
Atlanta, GA 


war 


Shouting 


your name whirls 
like a merry-go-round 
inside me 
whirls and gathers momentum 
like a dervish 
forbidden by law 
to dance 
I think of you 
when I shouldn’t 
your face flashes before me 
like an icon 
your name affixed at the bottom 
like an artist’s signature 
I repeat your name 
like a talisman 
I carry it inside me 
like the magic bundle 
my mother pinned inside my dress 
to protect me against the evil eye 
how your eyes are different 
how they share their glance with the moon 
how they dazzle me with their color 
how I think of you each time I hide inside the forest 
when my life becomes a puzzle 
when each tree becomes a shadow 
when each shadow becomes a statue 
that threatens me 
when each statue becomes a stranger 
I think of you 
your name an emblem 
that protects me 
how everything beaches against you 
like waves against sand 
how you resemble an anchor 
and everything comes to port against you 
how your name is like a magic number 
That everyone calls on 
more than once 
how I cross my fingers like a child 
make a wish 
and you are real 
how you fill me with so much happiness 
how I long to burst like a bubble 
how I want everything else to break too 


e. mihopoulos 
Chicago, IL 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LEATHER CONFERENCE 

Living in Leather IV Conference will take 
place October 6-9 in Portland Oregon. 
For information and registration, contact 
the Nat'l. Leather Assoc., PO Box 17463, 
Seattle, WA 98107. 


HUMOR WANTED! 

Humor, cartoons, funny stories...anything 
that will make us laugh! Please send to: 
Hanford Gay and Lesbian Health Collec- 
tive Newsletter, PO Box 2094, Hartford 
CT 06120-2094. 


COVER ART NEEDED 

Peregrine, the journal of Amherst Writers 
and Artists, secks black and white cover 
art for its upcoming issues. Interested 
area artists are encouraged to send their 
work (xeroxed copy is acceptable) with a 
SASE to Peregrine, Amherst Writers and 
Artists, PO Box 1076, Amherst MA 01004. 


MEDICINEAND MIRACLES 

Tape of April 30, 1989 conference AIDS, 
Medicine and Miracles available for $9. 
Write or call: AIDS, Medicine and Mir- 
acles, Inc., 2033 Eleventh Street, Suite 1, 
Boulder, CO 80302 (303) 447-8777. 


BATTERED WOMEN’S DIRECTORY 
The 9th Edition of the Battered Women’s 
Directory plus a 1989 Supplement con- 
sisting of a newly updated list of battered 
women’s shelters, safe homes, and serv- 
ices inthe USA, are available for$12. The 
Supplement alone is $8. Plus $1 for 
postage. For orders or inquirics write: 
Directory - Terry Mch]man, 5173 Tummer 
Rd., Richmond, IN 47374. 


WOMYN’S MUSIC FESTIVAL 

14th Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival, 
an exploration andcelcbrationof womyn’s 
culture and community, to be held August 
9-13 in northwestemm Michigan. For info 
write: WWTMC, Box 22, Walhalla, MI 
49458 or call: (616) 757-4766. TTY. 


DID YOU REMEMBER? ? 

The Valley Women's Voicc is taking the 
summer off and will be back in Scptem- 
ber. We wil! be in and out of the office, so 
we will return your phone calls, open 
mail, and of course appreciate any "wish 
you were here” postcards. We will also be 
working hard to continue training 
ourselves in the area of desktop publish- 
ing. A wonderful summer to all, and we'll 
see you in September! 


Food for Thought Books 


© non-profit ° a worker's collective ° 


@ Women’s Studies * Lesbian & Gay ° Social Change © 
e Multi-cultural Politics ° Fiction ° Children’s Books © 


LESBIAN & GAY AA ROUND UP 

Chicago's 4th Annual Gathering of Lesbi- 
ans and Gay men in Alcoholics Anony- 
mous, A weekend of workshops, mect- 
ings, dinner, dancing and fellowship. This 
year's Round Up theme is Happy, Joyous 
and Free. For information contact the 
Chicago AA office at (312)236-0123. 


NO NEWMR '89! 

The NEWMR (North Eastern Women's 
Musical Retreat) Planning Committee for 
several reasons, including no site, have 
decided againstholding a retreat this year. 
If you would like to become a planner for 
1990 or have site information they would 
like to hear from you. Also, if you'd like to 
help them by answering a survey for next 
year's retreat, write to NEWMR, PO Box 
217, New Haven, CT 06513. 


INDIGO IS NO SECRET 

The new club for women in Cambridge 
has changed its name from Secrets to 
Indigo. They are open Thursdays-Satur- 
days for dancing and specially scheduled 
shows. For further information they can 
reached at (617)497-7200. 


LESBIAN & GAY RIGHTS NOW! 
S.53 is now in the Committee on Steering 
and Policy. People throughout the state 
are urged to write Senator William Keating 
State House, Room 413B, Boston, MA 
02133, in addition to their own senators. 
Let's get the bill onto the Senate floor by 
(Boston) Lesbian/Gay Pride Day, June 
10, 1989! 


WOMEN’S MEDIA 

15th Annual Edition of Directory of 
Women’s Media. Learn about media pri- 
marily owned and run by, for and about 
women. Foracopy of the 1989 Directory 
send $15 to Women’s Institute for Free- 
dom of the Press, 3306 Ross Place, N.W., 
Washington, DC 20008 or call: (202) 966- 
7783. 


COME JOIN US! 

TheValley Women's Voice secks women 
who are motivatcd to share/icarn skills in 
the following arcas: advertising/busincss, 
newspaper paste-up and layout, office and 
typing (on a Macintosh). We also seek 
interested writers and photographcrs. 
Women of Color especially encouraged. 
Give us a call at (413)545-2436. 


* Olive Tree Painting & Carpentry | 


AIDS AUDIO UPDATE 

To meet the need for timely, accessible 
information on the AIDS crisis, AIDS 
Audio Update will be releasing monthly 
audio cassette tapes to all persons con- 
cerncd about the disease. Individual tapes 
$10. Annual subscription of 12 tapes $99. 
Order by writing or calling: AIDS Audio 
Update, PO Box 461370, Los Angeles, 
CA 90046 1-800-999-9559 ext. A. 


RESOURCEAND REFERRAL 

The Resource and Referral Program at 
Everywoman’s Center, UMass offers in- 
formation and referral services for Uni- 
versity and community women. If you 
want info about area women’s serviccs, 
need a medical, Iegal, or support group 
referral, are looking for housing or a job, 
the Resource and Referral Program can 
help. Call 545-0883 or drop by Wilder 
Hall M-F 9 to 4, and W 12-4. 


SEND ENERGY 

Susan Griffin, author of Woman and 
Nature, the Roaring Inside Her, is very ill 
with chronic Epstein-Barr Virus, an ill- 
ness with no known cure. Donations for 
medical and living expenses may be sent 
to: The Griffin Fund, PO Box 421985, 
San Francisco, CA 94142. 


THAI LESBIAN EROTICA 

A lesbian feminist group in Thailand is 
selling note cards with reproductions of 
ancient Thai lesbian crotica. For ordering 
info write: Interpot, COC, Rozenstraat 8, 
10116 nx, Amsterdam, Netherlands. 


STONEWALL RIOTS PROJECT 
Were you present at the Stonewall rioting 
in June 1969? Michael Scherker sceks all 
participants, witnesses, ctc. for an oral 
history project. If you weren't there, but 
your life was directly affected by them, he 
would also like to interview you. Espe- 
cially interested in contact wilh women 
and people of color who were there. For 
more information, contact: Michael 
Scherker, PO Box 100391, Brooklyn, N 
11210 or (718)434-68 14. ‘ 


ANTI-RACISM SEMINAR 
Dismantling Racism, a seminar designed 
to increase awareness of the way racism 
functions in socicty and in the self, and to 
begin examining strategies for climinat- 
ing it. Supportive enviornment, all are 
welcome. June 25, 1-Spm, cost is $35. To 
register, call Equity Institute at (413)256- 
0271. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HOUSING WANTED 

Grad student, writer, 25, with 2cats, seeks 
room in quict, progressive, low-key house- 
hold for fall. Leave messages with the 
Voice; cannot respond until mid-August, 
but will answer all calls. 545-2436. _ 


ROOMMATE WANTED 
Pets welcome, non-smoking, 25+, share 
house with only onc other, 3 acres, view, 


big garden, near pike, $261 inclusive, 


1-283-6044 before 8:30pm, kecp trying. 


FOR RENT 

Rooms for rent at 66 Green Street, North- 
ampton. Call HER, Inc. at (413)534-5083 
for info. 

ROOM WANTED 

32 year old feminist Iesbian needs a 
summer sublet (junc through August) 
preferably in Northampton or within casy 
bicycle commute to Smith. Please write: 
Melissa McNeill, 2530 A Street, San 
Diego, CA 92102. 

‘MASSAGE FOR WOMEN 
Expcericnce a Four Hands Massage! Two 
licensed therapists also work individu- 
ally. $25-up. (413)586-2436. 
‘LESBIAN TRAVEL GUIDE 
Lesbian bars & clubs, groups, centers, 
reslaurants, bookstores, guest houscs, 
switchboards & victim/emergency serv- 
iccs, publications, medical practitioners, 
lawyers, other professions and businesses. 
All USA, Canada and Europe, Australia, 
New Zcaland, Japan and Isracl. Only $15 
from: Giovanni's Room, 345 South 12th 
St., Philadelphia, PA 19107, or with credit 
card call: (215)923-2960 or 1-800-222- 
6996, or check your local bookstores! 
TIPI SPACE WANTED... 

Beginning Aug. or Sept. Long term panrt- 
timc home base. Need phone access, oth- 
erwisc sclf contained. Near N'ton. I have 
a new baby. Can pay some rent or do 
work-exchange. Gardens, horses, a plus! 
Whitewolf (413)586-2254. 


{ RUNA CLASSIFIED!! 


$2 for 13 words 
]-25 for each additional word 


PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE NEATLY. 


Category heading: 

Number of words: 

Months to run: 

Payment enclosed: $ 

Please include name, address, & 
phone with this information. 
DEADLINE: Your classified must be 


| received by the 22nd of the month 


\\ preceding publication. ws 


Happy Bidlhkday Morgan 


q 


Susan Woods (413) 255-1990 
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At Eve's Garden, an elegant sexuality boutique, 
owned and operated by women. 
449 West 57th Street, Suite 1406 N, NLY. N.Y. 40049 


eves@garden 


Wo qrow pleasurable things for women 


J: Celebrate your sexuality. Proudly. Joyously. 
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WHAT'S NEW AT NALL 


Compiled by Bet Power 


The New Alexandria Lesbian Library (NALL), located in 
Northampton, reccives new books, periodicals, videos and 
memorabilia all the time. Here are just a few of the latest 
additions to cnjoy while visiting the Library. To browse or 


do research in NALL, call 584-7616 few days in advance. 
BOOKS: 


* Caught Looking: Feminism, Pornography & Censor- 
ship. Kate Ellis, et al, editors, The Real Comet Press, 
Seattle, WA, 1988. 

Twelve theoretical and political essays, including writings 
by Paula Webster, Nan Hunter, Pat Califia, Ann Snitow, Lisa 
Duggan, Carole Vance and others, explore in depth the 
Dworkin-MacKinnon anti-pomography ordinance, funda- 
mentalist feminism and the destructive effects of censorship 
inthe name of feminism. The text is accompanied by erotic 
photos from 1895 to the present and makes a passionate 
feminist case for the free exploration of women’s sexuality 
by women. 


* The Dog Collar Murders. Barbara Wilson, The Seal 
Press, Seattle WA, 1989 

Another suspenseful Lesbian-feminist “whodunnit” murder 
mystery from Wilson. The plot, this time, however, is itself 
controversial. Loie Marsh, a prominent anti-pomography 
activist, ts found strangled ata Seattle conference on women 
and sexuality. Several people are suspected, including a few 
Lesbians and one S/M Lesbian. Loaded, huh? Keep 
breathing...the dyke S/Mer did not do it, as the story tums 
out. However, I seriously question the intent of the author 
and publisher in playing with such a sidiculous (and harm- 
fully phobic) stereotype. 


* Gay and Sober: Directions for Counseling and Ther- 
apy. Ziebold & Mongeon, eds. Harrington Park Press, 
New York, NY, 1985. 

Ten clinically oriented essays by psychologists, social 
workcrs and doctors examine alcoholism in the Lesbian and 


Gay communities. Primarily focused on the Gay male 
experience, this book also includes enlightening material 
about Lesbians and Alcoholics Anonymous. 


* Herotica. Susie Bright, editor. Down There Press, 
Burlingame, CA, 1988. 

A collection of crotic short stories by twenty-one women 
authors includes a full range of Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Hetcrosexual women’s fantasies. 


* Nothing Happened. Ebba Haslund, translated by 
Barbara Wilson, The Seal Press, Seattle, WA, 1987. 
Originally published in Norwegian in 1948, this novel about 
three women students at the University of Oslo in Norway, 
1939, explores Lesbian fricndship, love and courage. Con- 
demned for its “perversity” in 1948, this book is one of only 
a handful of novels with a Lesbian theme ever written in 
Norway. An important rediscovery of early Lesbian expe- 
rience abroad. 


VIDEOS: 


* “ETM Video,” 7 hours. Includes four national TV 
programs , a personal oral history, and one feature-length 
film, all on the topic of female-to-male crossdressing/trans- 
vestism and female-to-male transsexuality. 


* “Hungry Hearts,” 60 min.,color, crotic, 1989. The latest 
from Fatale Vidco stars Pepper and Reeva at an ocean-side 
setting complete with fireplace and romance. 


PERIODICALS: 


* “Archives Recherches et Cultures Lesbiennes.” This 
catalog of holdings of the Lesbian Archives in Paris, France, 
is published periodically. In French. 


* “Diversity: The Lesbian Rag.” From Vancouver, B.C. 
and smuggled across the Canadian border! 


* “Homologie.” A magazinc of Lesbian and Gay culture 
art and politics from Amsterdam. 
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* “Journal of Gay & Lesbian Psychotherapy.” A brand 
new clinical psychotherapy joumal, published in New York 
City. 

POSTERS: 


* Full-size theater posters from “Virgin Machine” (thanks, 
Pleasant Street Theater!) 


* First Lesbian & Gay March on Washington poster (1979) 


* Midwest Lesbian Conference poster (East Lansing, MI, 
1974) 


* 3rd Annual International Ms. Leather Contest poster (San 
Francisco, 1989). 


SURVIVORS' BULLETIN BOARD 


Survivors’ Bulletin Board is a place where women survi- 
vors of child abuse (sexual, emotional, physical) can ex- 
change information about resources that have helped them 
in their healing. Do you have a favorite book, article or 
newsletter? Do you know of a conference, workshop or 
other event of special interest to survivors? We need to 
know. 

Send information about your healing resources and your 
personal impressions of them to: Bulletin Board, PO 295, 
Northampton, Ma 01060. 


Outgrowing The Pain, A Book For And About Adults 
Abused As Children, by Eilana Gil, Launch Press, PO Box 
40174, San Francisco, CA 94140 (c) 1983 paperback$7.95 

This book is written very simply, first addressing the 
question “Was I abused?”, going on to effects of abuse, 
patterns of relating to the world, and ways to look at your 
past. If you are just beginning to think about the possibility 
of having been abused in any way asa child, either emotion- 
ally, physically, or sexually, this book is a gentle start. If 
you've been working on your healing for some time, you 
might find the book a good reminder of things thal are easy 
to forget. Iam struggling to put outa proposal at work and 
wondering why anyone would want to give money for 
anything I do, then I open Outgrowing The Pain and read 
“A dults abused as children...may think to themselves, ‘Ifmy 
own parents thought I was no good, how can anyone else 
think difierenuy?’” Lam reminded how pervasive the effects 
of my parents’ eatment are. The style and language are 
simple, the suggestions may sc¢m simplisuc on occasion, 
but there are times when I necd to rcad something very 


simply written. I recommend this book for women in all 


stages of recovery. 


Understanding and Healing the 
1 Abuse, by Wendy Wood and 
ons (c) 1988, paper 


Triumph Over Darkness, 
Trauma of Childhood Sexua e, 3 
Leslie Hatton, Beyond Words Publicat 
$12.95 ¥ a 
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reader beware: the stories are courageously written a 


rvivors’ stories and is 


powerfully graphic in their descriptions. They tell it all, in 
heartbreaking detail. Each story has a short paragraph about 
the author’s present state of recovery. The reader ts given the 
gift of knowing that recovery is possible. The striking 
simplicity and humanity of the survivors’ stories captivated 
me. The histories were valuable. They spoke a language all 
their own. The power of the book was compromised, 
however, the by gratuitous commentaries on “how to rc- 
cover.” J found the piece entitled “Release Your Tormentor” 
to be offensive. That kind of wholesale advice ignores the 
individual needs of women. With this trauma comes anger, 
confusion, self-hate, ctc., Survivors need to be where they 
are al the moment Survivors early in recovery need to know 
that forgiveness may not be for everyone. I read the book for 
the survivors’ stories, not for the commentary. I hope that 
others will do the same. 


The Rights To Innocence: Healing the Trauma of Child- 
hood Sexual Abuse, by Beverly Engel Tarcher (c) 1989, 
hardback $17.95 

This slim readable volume is divided into two parts: The 
Truth of Your Innocence and Your Journey to Recovery. It 
is based on a model of recovery which has the following 
distinct stages: facing the truth, releasing anger, confronting 
the perpetrator and family of origin, resolving relationships 
with them, self-discovery, self-care, and self-forgiveness to 
recovery. One needn't subscribe to a progression through 
them, however, to usc the book. Included arc some sug- 
gested exercises which the reader is invited to share witha 
therapist or other support person(s). 

This book lacks the clinical and academic depth of Heal 
the Incest Wound, by Christine Cortois (reviewed in May 
“89 Bulletin Board). It is not comprehensive like the Bass/ 
Davis Courage to Heal. However, its being more limited in 
scope might be just what would appcal to a survivor who 
would find the other books overwhelming. 

(Ed. note: This looks like a good book to encourage your 
local library to order.) 


The Dance Of Anger, A Woman’s Guide to Changing the 
Patterns of Intimate Relationships, by Harriet Goldhor 
Lerner, Harper and Row, 1985 paperback, &7.95 

While this book doesn’t deal with any aspect of abuse or 
healing from abuse directly, as an abuse survivor struggling 


to deal with anger, particularly with my tamily ot origin, | 
have found it to be invaluable. Anger is something every 
abuse survivor has to cope with at some point in healing, if 
notallthe time. Lerner’s premise is that we can use our anger 
to define our own selves and the terms of our lives more 
cicarly. The book addresses four areas: learning to tune in 
to the true source of our anger and clarify where we stand, 
leaming communication skills, learning to observe and 
interrupt nonproductive patterns of interaction, and learning 
to anticipate and deal with countermoves or “Change back!” 
reactions from others. Lerner acknowledges that none of 
what she proposes is simple or easy and advocates going 
very slowly inmaking changes. She uses lots of stories about 
women in close relationships (as children, partners, parents, 
friends and co-workers) and urges the reader to identify the 
patterns that are similar in her own life. 

As I read this book and struggle to use its ideas in my 
relationships with my family, I wish I could talk regularly 
with a group of women who arc trying the same thing, to 
compare notes and encourage each other. In my healing, I’m 
used to feeling awful because of something awful that 
happened, but what I wasn’t at all prepared for was how 
awful I felt after I had stood up for myself, set limits with my 
family and was standing my ground. 

(Ed. note: if any Bulletin Board readers want to talk to 
other readers about Dance of Anger ideas and practice, send 
your first name and phone number to the Bulletin Board box 
listed above.) 


LAUGHS WE GOT, BUT... 

The editor of SBB had planned the June issue to be on 
survivor humor, but it has become evident that although 
there are a lot of times onc has to laugh at situations in one’s 
healing, it’s hard to find them funny out-of-context or to 
recreate the context in writing (without sounding stupid, 
weird, morbid or sick!). The editor also refers readers to the 
poem in Courage To Heal, in the chapter “Breaking the 
Silence”, One Hundred and Fifty Seven Ways to Tell My 
Incest Story. 


The September Bulletin Board will review books for chil- 
dren about abuse prevention and related topics. If you know 
of books that should be reviewed, please write to the Survi- 
vors’ Bulletin (sce above for address). 
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ART EXHIBIT 

May 26-June ? 

Display of works by Mary Burk Swanson 
(cast paper collages) and Shelley Haren 
(works on paper). Erector Square Gal- 
lery, 315 Peck St, Bldg 20; New Haven. 
Info: Jane Miller (203)785-1273. Wheel- 
chair accessible. 


AIDS WALK FUNDRAISER 

Sunday, June 4 

Apledge walk to support the AIDS Action 
Committee and 34 other AIDS service 
organizations. Call (617) 266-6906 for 
details. 


PERFORMANCE 

Thursday, June 8, 7:30-9:30 pm. 
Local singer/songwriter Patty McGill 
appearing at North Star Seafood Bar, 25 
West Surcet, Northampton. Call (413)586- 
9409. Wheelchair accessible. 


CALE 


DANCE PARTY 

Wednesday, June 7, 9:30pm-12:30am 
Latina & other dance music with DJ Luis 
Melendez at the Northstar in Northamp- 
ton. Proceeds to help fund organizations 
supporting self-determination and de- 
colonization for Puerto Rico. $3-5, come 
ready to dance! (413)732-1584 for info. 
Wheelchair accessible. 


WOMAN TO WOMAN 

SIM VIDEO NIGHT 

Saturday, June 10,8 pm. 

Sponsored by SHELIX, a New England 
Woman to Woman S/Msupport group. All 
interested and supportive women are 
invited. Northampton location. $2 dona- 
tion. For info: (413) 584-7617 or SASE 
to: SHELIX, PO Box 416, Florence Sta- 
tion, Northampton, MA 01060. Wheel- 
chair accessible. 


BOSTON PRIDE 

Saturday, June 10 

Boston Lesbian and Gay Pride Parade. 
For information call (617)267-2113. 


SANT JOU 
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Northampton, MA (413) 586-8150 


WISE WOMAN WEED WALK 
Saturday, June 10, 12-4 pm. 

Wise Woman Weed Walk in Northampton. 
Learn our local wild edibles and medici- 
nal plants. Harvesting and home-remedy 
info. Call Whitewolf (413) 586-2254, 


CELEBRATION SEND OFF 
Saturday, June 10, 1-3 pm. 

Please help to warmly send off 25 New 
England women (2 local) to join another 
75, to travel through Central America with 
gifts of vehicles, material aid and support, 
at Amherst Common. Music, refresh- 
ments and celebration! For details call 
Carol at (413) 586-2204. 


TALES OF THE GODDESS 

Sunday, June 11 

All-day storytelling and ritual workshop 
with Jay Goldspinner at Crystalworks, 
301 North Street, Pittsfield, MA. For info 
call Jay at (413) 628-3803. 


BENEFIT CONCERT 

Sunday, June 11,7 pm. 

Enjoy the music of Bonnie Raitt and 
Richard Thompson at a bencfit concert 
for the Northampton Center for the Arts, 
to be held at John M. Green Hall, Smith 
College. Gencral tickets on sale at Iron 
Horse (413) 584-0610. For preferred 
seating cal] the Center at (413) 584-7327 
or 586-7282. 


ART EXHIBIT 

June 13 - July 9 

Northampton Center for the Arts presents 
Anne Terrell Mucller’s collection of wa- 
tercolors and oils entitles “Alvord Street/ 
South Hadley Farms”. Free. Center for 
the Arts is open T-F 12-5pm., weekends 2- 
5 pm., and located at Old School Com- 
mons, 17 New South Street, Northamp- 
ton. For info call: (413) 584-7327. 


FEMINIST TRANSFORMATIONS 
June 14-18 

National Women’s Studies Association 
holds 11th Annual Conference ‘‘Feminist 
Transformations” at Towson State Uni- 
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versity. Participate in four days of ses- 
sions, discussions, and cultural events. 
For info write: NWSA ‘89, Towson State 
University, Towson MD 21204 or call: 
(301) 321-3681 


WOMEN’S NY STREET THEATRE 
Saturday, June 17, 8 pm. 

Multi-racial caravan presents ‘Crossing 
the Barricades” depicting international 
conditions that trap women, and celc- 
brates heroines who have escaped. Bene- 
fit for Women’s Convoy to Central Amer- 
ica and Necessities/Necesidades. 
Northampton Center for the Arts, $5-20, 
work exchange available. Tickets at Food 
For Thought, Broadsides, World Eye 
Bookstore. (413)586-2204 for info. 
Wheelchair accessible. 


REMEMBRANCE MARCH 
Saturday, June 17 

March for the children of Soweto. The 
AFSC Southern Africa Working Group 
plansa march in Amhersttoremember the 
800 schoolchildren killed by police on 
June 16, 1976 in Soweto South Africa. 
Call American Friends Service Commit- 
tce for details: (413) 584-8975 


HERBAL HEALING 

June 17, 10-4 pm. 

Wise Woman Herbal Medicine and Heal- 
ing Rituals. Workshop at Crystalworks in 
Pittsfield. $20-40. Carpooling from 
Northampton. Call Whitewolf (413) 586- 
2254. 


ACUPRESSURE/REFLEXOLOGY 
Saturday, June 17, 1-5:30 pm. 
Hands-on introductory workshop for 
women. Receive and learn to give aneck/ 
shoulder release, coverage of other point 
and foot reflexology. $25-45, low-in- 
come slots available. Call Cat Berry, at 
(413) 586-2436 to register. 


NO LIMITS 

June 24-25 

No Limits for women in the visual arts 
weekend workshop with Deborah Kruger. 
Learn how to achieve No Limits in our art 
making, in our support systems, in our 
ability. Learn to pursue your greatest 
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dreams and think and act from a perspec: 
tive of No Limits! $80-125. Send $25 
deposit by June 12 to: Deborah Kruger, 
Brickyard Hollow, Montague, MA0135] 
orcall (413) 863-9402 or (413) 367-267} 


SHARING THE PATH 

Sunday, June 25, 9 am. - 5 pm. 
Celebrate yourself, your body, and the 
woods around you on this day hike for 
women. A gentle hike focused on the 
experience itself. Writing and imagery 
incorporated. Bring lunch and water. $25, 
Call Angela at (508) 544-6184. 


NYC's 20TH PRIDE! 

Sunday, June 25, 12:30 sharp! 

20th Annual Lesbian & Gay Pride March 
forms at Columbus Circle. Will pass the 
site of the Stonewall Inn. March Iced by 
banner replica of first march in ‘70, Great 
(biodegradable) balloon release at 2:30. 
For details of March & city-wide Pride 
events, call: (212)691-1774. 


EXHIBIT 

June 25-July 16 

Exhibit of Carmela Venti (works on pa- 
per) and Dorothy Vagnicres (small sculp- 
ture). AtErector Square Gallery, 315 Peck 
St.. Building 20, New Haven, CT 06513. 
For info call Jane Miller (203) 785-1273. 
Wheelchair accessible. 


WOMEN’S BACKPACKING 
Saturday, July 1,9 am. -5 pm. 
Workshop to teach basic skills, techniques, 
and equipment use. A model for non- 
competitive, relaxed, self-challenging ex- 
periences in the backcountry. Women of 
all ages, sizes, colors, backgrounds en- 
couraged to attend! $25. Call Angela 
Russek at (508) 544-6184 for details. 


WOMEN ON THE MOUNTAIN 
July 27-August 2 

Join a circle of women on Ledge Moun- 
tain in Maine for 5 days. A time for re- 
kindling our Earth Relations. Wildfoods, 
drumming, silk painting, masks, stcam 
lodge solos. $200-$400. Write to: Women 
onthe Mt., c/o Tobin Eckian, PO Box 282, 
N. Reading, MA 01864 or call: (508) 664- 
1082. 
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